
 
 
 

 
 



WHAT TO CONSIDER WHEN LOOKING FOR A CHURCH 
 
 

 Our desire here is to deal with some words that for the 
purpose of this book need defining. Let’s commence with “Church”, 
an ambiguous term capable of meaning one thing to one person and 
something else to another. The Greek ekklesia is translated 
congregation in Hebrews 2:12 instead of the usual rendering 
“Church”. It applies to companies of Christians, (a) the whole 
company of redeemed past, present, and future, of which Christ said, 
“I will build my church,” Matt 16:18. It is further described as “the 
Church which is His body” Eph 1:22. (b) In the singular Matt 18:17 
congregation, it is a company of professed believers, Acts 20:28; 1 
Corinthians 1:2; Galatians 1:13; 1 Thess 1:1; 2 Timothy. 3:5. It is 
never used to refer to a building in the Bible.  
  
Cell Churches.  
These are units of a large church which has been broken down into 
small groups usually about 10-20 for the purpose of developing 
caring and closer relationships. Those involved may feel they have 
autonomy but in actual fact they have little say about what they can 
teach, and no freedom to be led by the Holy Spirit. All is filtered by 
the mother church which makes every decision with regard to what 
the cell leaders can do; and the direction they are to take. The cells 
meet on weeknights, thereby keeping Sundays free for each cell 
member to attend services, and hear sermons (further instructions) 
from the professionals they support with their tithes and offerings. 
They are rigidly controlled. 
 
Home Churches.  
They come in many varieties. Most are a microcosm of a “large 
church” attempting what a large church does without a building. 
Many practice tithing and support a pastor who manages programs, 
his or someone else's. Others are plants of a particular movement 
driven by ambitious men that have an agenda to “saturate” nations 
with x number of home churches by year 200? Others are overseen 
by ambitious individuals who tried but never made it in the system; 



for them this is their last chance to have a sole charge ministry.  
 
Open Church is a term we prefer because it seems to express best 
what we want to promote. (a) That it should be open to the body of 
Christ; (b) That it will support an open table where all who love 
the Saviour may come to partake and remember His death until He 
comes. (c) It stands firm in the conviction that all believers are 
priests and as such all have access to God through the Lord Jesus 
Christ the sole mediator between them and God. These are very 
brief statements to which much more could be added, but they will 
have to suffice for the present.  
 
Joining the Church? 
We do not like this term “joining the Church” but it will serve our 
purpose temporarily to make the issue clear. After one        believes 
in, and receives the Lord, immediately he is faced with this dilemma; 
do I need to join a church?  
 Although we live in the world, if we want to become a true 
disciple of our newly found Saviour a further positive step needs to 
be taken. We must separate ourselves from worldly influences  
which are continually trying to draw us back to our old life. This 
step requires that we take our place in the life of the church by 
what some would refer to as, joining a church. So then we must 
ask ourselves “what church”? Our wish now is to define the word 
“church”. This is most necessary because of the way we have been 
conditioned to think whenever we hear that word. The first thing 
that usually comes to mind is a “building” where people gather to 
hear a sermon on Sunday mornings. This is a far cry from its true 
intention, for the word “Church” refers to a body of people who 
have been called together to become a temple made up of living 
stones that God may inhabit. Under the old covenant the emphasis 
was on a place, but under the new covenant it centres on a people 
inhabited by God.  
  

The church is an assembly or congregation of redeemed 
people who regularly come together to commune with the Lord, and 



to contribute spiritually, emotionally, and practically towards the 
wellbeing of each member. All this will take place under the headship 
of Jesus Christ around His table. Just as it takes more than “one” 
brick to make a building, so also does it take more than “one” 
individual to make a church? Christ is the head of the Church, which 
is His body. For as the body has many members and yet is one, so 
also is Christ. 1 Cor 12:12. 
 
 It is not an organization; something a person may join and 
start to attend regularly in order to receive a pre-packaged religious 
service that might appeal to his or her particular preference. Nor can 
anybody become a member through natural birth; they can only enter 
the true church through the door of repentance and faith. They must 
be born into it from above.     
 
 At the instant we are saved we become part of the church by 
the operation of the Holy Spirit of God. “For by one Spirit were we 
all baptised into the body of Christ”. 
 
 Nothing can divide the true church but time and space. Yet 
some believers think they can be Christians without fellowship; they 
contend they have no need to join with other believers. They say we 
want Christ, but why do we need to attend a church. We have our 
personal relationship with Christ and feel we have no need for a 
relationship with a church. They say such things as, ‘can’t we pray by 
ourselves’? They surely can. ‘Can’t we read the Bible alone’? 
Doubtless they can. So why bother to go to all the trouble of trying to 
communicate with others? Why not just fellowship with the Lord 
alone? It’s because of the need to counteract such thoughts that every 
believer should be shown that they must join other members of the 
body irrespective of their personal opinions. 
 
There are two sides to our salvation. First is the personal side. Here 
one receives eternal life in a private and intimate way. He may also 
pray to the Lord. He may shut himself in a room and believe in the 
Lord. But all that he knows is personal salvation, as such he will 



never mature, nor will he progress very far, if indeed he progresses at 
all. We have yet to see a hermit type Christians stay the course. There 
are those though who think that a believer can live like a hermit, 
disregarding everything except communion with the Lord. We have 
seen however that the spirituality of such people is generally quite 
superficial, so when a real test comes they fail to stand. When 
circumstances are favourable they are fine, but when they become 
unfavourable they lose heart and give up. Paul put it this way to the 
Galatians, “You did run well, who hindered you that you should no 
longer obey the truth”? Gal 5:7. 
 
The other side to the Christian life is the corporate.  
The word of God teaches us that from the corporate viewpoint, no 
one can be an independent Christian. As soon as one’s saved, he 
becomes a member of the family of God; he is one of God’s very own 
children. This is a marvellous truth. One who is born into God’s 
household becomes one child amongst many children. Then the Holy 
Spirit quickly reveals to us that all of the saved ones together become 
God’s house so to speak. But this house is very different from His 
dwelling places in the Old Testament.  
 
We are God’s children together with many others. 
The life we receive after believing in the Lord is a life that is meant to 
be shared with many other people. If the believer looks even from 
just one vantage point, whether it be that of the household of God, or 
that of the dwelling place of God, or that of the body of Christ, the 
picture he sees shows that he is but a part of the whole. How then can 
he desire to live in isolation? To do so means to miss much in God. 
He may seek to maintain fellowship with God, but he will be the 
poorer if he is not properly related to others. Only in communion with 
the head is fullness found. 
 
 How can one be in a family of brothers and sisters and have 
no communion with them? If I am an only child that’s different. But 
if I am one among many others, how can I refuse to fellowship with 
my other brothers and sisters, but instead act as if I’m my Fathers 



only child? Dare I shut myself up in a room and tell the rest of the 
family I don’t want to be bothered with them?  
 
 When one accepts the Lord he doesn’t become an only 
begotten son; he is just one son among multiplied thousands. This 
very fact eliminates the possibility of shutting oneself away. 
Although we are all born one at a time in a very personal way, yet 
when you believe in the Lord, you are born into the biggest family in 
Heaven and Earth. No family can be bigger than this family of God, 
for it includes countless numbers of brothers and sisters. Do not 
despise them; seek rather to know them, and to communicate with 
them since you yourself are one of them. If you have no    desire to 
see your brothers and sisters, I doubt that you really are a member of 
the Lord’s family. How can one, who is born of God, not be moved in 
his heart by those who are also born of God? How can he refuse to 
give them the right hand of fellowship? 
 
 It’s not Christian to be only concerned with ones own welfare. 
To be in the family one has to be a brother to the brothers, and a    
sister to the sisters. Such a relationship comes from the life of God 
and is filled with love. Who does not long for his brothers and sisters, 
who do not desire to see them and have fellowship with them? Please 
remember, that though you receive the life of God personally, yet the 
life you receive belongs to thousands of the children of God; you are 
but part of a whole. The very nature of your life is not independence 
but interdependence, thus        requiring you to fellowship with other 
brethren. 
 
The Church is God’s habitation.  
We need to recognise that God has a dwelling place, a habitation on 
earth. The thought in the Bible of a habitation for God starts with the tent 
of the congregation in the wilderness and continues right on up to the 
present. Once God dwelt in Moses Tabernacle, then David’s Tabernacle, 
and finally in a magnificent Temple built for Him by Solomon. Today 
the church is God’s habitation. We, the many, are joined together to be 
God’s habitation. It takes more than one child of God to be the house of 



God in the Spirit. Listen to what 1 Peter 2:5 says, “Ye also, as living 
stones, are built up a spiritual house”. 
 

 How is this spiritual house built? This is done with living stones, 
not dead ones. Solomon’s temple was built with dead stones, but today 
God’s house is constructed with living stones. Peter was a living stone, 
for this is the meaning of his name. By putting these living stones 
together, God gets His temple. Can one believer alone be a house? If 
there’s no stones built on other stones, this is not a good sign, for it 
suggests the idea of neglect and ruin. It speaks of the kind of desolation 
that comes after judgment, when not one stone is left standing upon an-
other. If a house is to be constructed stones must be built upon stones, 
and stones must be joined to stones. Thank God you are saved, for you 
have trusted in the Lord Jesus, so now you are a stone. Don’t just take 
your stone away some place by itself. Allow yourself to be built together 
with other stones so you can be part of His house. When stones are left 
scattered about they are useless, and become a stumbling block to others, 
rather than a building block. 
 

 As soon as one believes in the Lord, he becomes one of the 
stones in God’s habitation. He is a stone, but until he is related to 
other stones he is useless. An engine is made up of many parts, but 
it can only run when the many parts are assembled. Separately the 
parts are neither use nor ornament. We are not saying that living 
stones standing alone are dead stones, but it is certainly true that 
they have very little value if they are not joined to others to become 
as habitation for God. 
  

Together we become the Body of Christ. 
There is only one body. “For as the body is one, and hath many 
members, and all the members of the body being many, are one body; 
so also is Christ” (1 Cor. 12:12). These words show us how 
absolutely impossible it is for one to be independent. 
 It may be my desire to be a secret believer, with no interest in 
other members for various reasons. Yet the word stresses that we are 
more than just stones in the house, but that we are members in 
particular of one body. You may be an eye, a mouth, a hand, or a foot 
in the body. An eye is a very important member, but if it is missing 



how can you see? A hand is only effective if it is joined to the 
forearm. A body fitly framed together is an incredible thing, but how 
can it function effectively if members are missing, or amputated? 
God has uniquely designed the body in such a way that no member 
can function who is not joined to other members of the body. On it’s 
own it’s useless.   
 
 Whatever is of the body cannot be separated. God’s family 
may be forcibly broken up, but the body of Christ cannot be 
destroyed, nor separated from its head. Neither can the ear, the hand 
or the foot maintain its independence. No, all the members of the 
body are joined together in one. Acknowledging the head of the 
church (Christ); being knit together by joints and bands with 
ligaments nerves and a circulatory system, which every member 
depends upon for nourishment and life. Colossians 2:19. It is 
impossible to live your life as God intends if you isolate yourself 
from other members of the body for whom Christ died. 
 
For the body is not one member but many 1 Cor 12:14. 
All the members of the body are biologically related. Vs 15-17. 
All the members of the body are co-operatively related. Vs 21-23. 
All members of the body are sympathetically related. Vs 24-26. 
Although all members are not functionally the same, all are of one 
body. Well could we ask, “Are you relationally connected to other 
members of the body?” If not, how can you in all truth say you are 
member of it? God has set the members in the body as it has pleased 
Him, both as to rank, and position. The responsibility of every 
Christian is to get connected and live. Vs 27-30.  
 
 
Christians need to realize that they must be joined to other believers in order 
to function as God intended. The solitary sheep won’t survive. Nobody can 
be a completed Christian and live in isolation. God has not given us an 
independent life. We have been created to be dependent, with every joint 
supplying and receiving something from another member. Each of us exists 
for the benefit of other Christians, this is true statement. Our advice to every 



believer is that they take their place in the family where they shall find love, 
fellowship, and service. 
 
What should we be looking for in a Church? 
Because the church today is so divided, this matter creates a very real 
problem. For two thousand years of church history churches have 
been raised up for many reasons. People have rallied around an 
individual; or an emphasis on a particular form of government. 
Assortments of bible interpretations have given rise to further 
division. Many Denominations have floundered even if they haven’t 
completely sunk yet, because their sectarian attitudes have produced 
bitterness and hatred. Most Church splits which number in the 
thousands can be attributed to pride, greed, carnal reasoning, and 
unsavoury behaviour. Homosexuals hold sway in many pulpits; while 
the common practice of Nepotism, and the doctrines of Balaam and 
the Nicolaitanes are rife. If you don’t know what these terms mean 
you owe it to yourself to find out. 
 
God’s way is by locality. The Bible gives the simplest guideline 
concerning the church. It is clear and unconfused. If we read the 
beginning verses of the epistles, the Acts, and Revelation, we meet 
such names as, “the church which was in Jerusalem” Acts 8:1, “the 
church of God which is at Corinth” 1 Cor. 1:2; 2 Cor. 1:1, and “the 
seven churches that are in Asia Minor” Rev. 1:4, which are the church 
in Ephesus, the church in Smyrna, the church in Pergamum, the 
church in Thyatira, the church in Sardis, the church in Philadelphia, 
and the church in Laodicea (Rev. 2:1, 8, 12, 18; 3:1, 7, 14). In the 
Bible the churches are divided by only one rule, and that is crystal 
clear. The Bible permits the church to be divided solely on the ground 
of locality. Corinth is a city, so are Ephesus, Colosse, Rome and 
Philippi. All of the churches are divided solely according to time and 
space. 
  

 When the saints in Corinth began to promote division saying 
they were of Cephas or Apollos or Paul; (some even said they were of 
Christ) Paul called them carnal. The church is divided according to 
locality, but not according to men. Paul condemns division. It is quite 



clear from the Bible that a church may be designated only by the 
name of the locality in which it is located. It should not be named 
according to a man, a doctrine, or a system. No distinction is allowed 
on the basis of these things.  
 
How can we join the Church? Never once in the Bible do we find 
the phrase “join the church.” It can’t be found in Acts or the epistles. 
Why? Because no one can join the church. To join means that one is 
still outside. Can my leg decide to join my body? of course not, it’s 
already part of my body. We don’t join the church, rather we seek 
fellowship with other members as we are already joined to one an-
other. When, by the mercy of God, a man is convicted of his sin and 
through faith in the precious blood of Christ is redeemed, he is not 
only regenerated through resurrection life but is also put into the 
church by the power of God. It is God who has put him in; thus he 
already is in the church. He is an insider, so he has no need of joining. 
One cannot join the true church of God even if he wanted to. If he is 
of the Lord, born of the Holy Spirit, then he is already in the church 
and has no need to join it. 
 
Therefore, it is neither necessary nor possible to join the church. No 
one can enter into the church by joining it; those who are     already in 
do not need to join. The church is so special that it  cannot be joined. 
The determining factor is whether one is born of God. If one is born 
of God, he is already in; if he is not born of God, there is no way he 
can join. It cannot be joined by signing a     decision card or by an 
examination. All who are born of God are   already in the church, 
therefore they have no need to join another. 
Then why all this fuss about joining the Church?  
We borrow this term solely for the sake of convenience. What we are 
saying is, that we must gather with others to become part of a 
corporate expression of Christ in a given locality. You who are in 
Christ should seek fellowship with the children of God. For the way 
we serve God is to serve one another. When this truth grips you and 
you commence to fellowship with other believers, you will have 
taken a giant step in your spiritual journey.  



 
Where did they meet in these different locations? 
Convinced now that you need to join with other members of the 
body, what then should you be looking for? Where should you go? 
Who should you join yourself to? Take care, because there are all 
kind of snares for the unwary out there, so to answer that question 
let’s see where the first church met.  
 
They met in homes.  
This is important. Should we meet in special buildings, built for the 
purpose? Can we meet in a rented building? Or can we meet in a 
home? By “home” I mean a house where a family lives. We are not 
saying God can’t meet anywhere with Christians. We have known 
Him to meet in buildings built for the purpose, as well as in rented 
places. We have certainly known Him to meet in homes. Our problem 
is not, where can God meet; He can go anywhere, He is sovereign. 
Our desire is to see where the Christians met, and whether we have 
any warrant from Scripture to do otherwise. If we can find out where 
they met, I believe we will not find a better place.  
 
 Times haven’t changed that much that we need to be different. 
One can’t find a place in the New Testament where they built a structure 
for the purpose of holding meetings. As for rented places, the only one 
we can find is in Rome, where Paul received people at his hired house 
while waiting to go on trial. Whenever we go to look for a church in the 
New Testament, we find it in a house. The minute you get your eyes on 
a special building, you revert from the New  Testament way, to the Old 
Testament way. The Old Testament had physical buildings. The New 
Testament’s building is spiritual, it majors on a person, while the Old 
Testament majored on place.  
 
 The question concerning where we should worship was raised 
by the woman at the well. “Where is the right place to worship” she 
asked; is it in Jerusalem, or on this mountain?” And Christ        
answered very plainly, showing her that no longer is it the place that 
counts, but the manner of how and who you worship. Here is a 



complete shift in emphasis. How sad that many groups that call 
themselves “churches” today spend most of their time and money on 
a place, yet Christ said, “The hour cometh, and now is, when the true 
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth.” This is 
what the Father is seeking. If we focus on the  spiritual building, 
rather than on a physical building, we will eliminate many pitfalls. 
But let us look at the Scriptures to find where the early church was 
meeting. 
 
Romans 16:3-5a. Paul speaks of Priscilla and Aquilla as, “my 
helpers in Christ Jesus, likewise greet the church that is in their 
house.” Salute Herodion, my kinsman; “greet them that are of the 
household of Narcissus, which are in the Lord” Rom 16:11. In the 
original text “household” is not there, but you have a possessive, 
“greet those of Narcissus, and the group that is with him” Salute 
Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermas, Patrobas, Marines, and the brethren 
which are with them”. Romans 16:14. This is a greeting to the 
church in Rome. We see the church there meeting in homes. That was 
the third group in that city.  
 
Notice: “Salute Philologus, and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and 
Olympas, and all the saints with them.” Romans 16:15. Here we see 
a fourth group in one city, yet they didn’t go out and buy a building 
for the purpose of getting everybody under one roof, they just 
continued to meet in homes. 
“The churches of Asia salute you. Aquilla and Priscilla salute you 
much in the Lord, with the church that is in their house.” 1 Cor. 
16:19. Paul is writing from Rome to Corinth. Although he doesn’t tell 
us where Corinthians meet, it is clear that he is writing from a group 
that meet in a house, one of the same houses he mentioned in the 
letter to the Romans. “And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our 
fellow soldier, and to the church in thy house”. Philemon was 
another who had a church in his house.  
 
In Titus 1:11 Paul says, “Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert 
whole houses, teaching things they ought not for filthy lucre’s sake.” He 



is talking about false prophets who have brought their false doctrine into 
whole houses, local assemblies of Christians. He said they have 
subverted whole houses. This   identifies the places where the subverted 
groups met; they met namely in “houses.” “For of this sort are they 
which creep into houses and lead captive silly women laden with sins, 
led away with divers lusts” 2 Timothy 3.6. Again, he is talking about 
men who creep into houses, to get among groups of Christians for the 
purpose of perverting them.  
 
 Now John warns the saints about false teachers. “If there 
come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into 
your house, neither bid him God speed 2 John 10. In Greek, you 
don’t have the word “your”. The King James says, “If there come any 
unto you and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your 
house”. What does he mean by “into your house”? He means into the 
place where the church meets. Neither bid him God speed. In other 
words, if a false prophet wants to come into your meeting, don’t let 
him in, and don’t even wish him God speed. 
 
 In Acts, church history is laid out for us from its inception. 
“And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and     
breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with  
gladness and singleness of heart.” Acts 2:46.  
 In these letters written by Paul years after Pentecost, we still 
see the church meeting in homes. The early church saints are seen 
meeting in two places. We are told, that they are with one accord in 
the temple, and breaking bread from house to house. The phrase 
“breaking bread” is a common term for the Lord’s Supper, and we 
know that only Christians participated in that.  
 
 The very first gathering of the fledgling church in the New      
Testament is recorded in Acts 2:42-46 where are they taking the 
Lord’s Supper from house to house. The reason it says from house 
to house is because there were thousands of Christians in Jerusalem. 
Three thousand were saved at one time. Where are they meeting? in 
houses of course. They are having the Lord’s Supper in their homes, 



breaking bread from house to house. “As for Saul, he made havoc of 
the church, entering into every house, arresting men and women, 
committing them to prison.” Acts 8:3. Saul is tearing up the church, 
arresting all the Christians he can find. Where is he finding them? “in 
every house.” Where is the church meeting? In houses! They had not 
built a chapel, or a church building. 
 
“And he departed thence entering into a certain man’s house named 
Justus one that worshipped God, whose house joined hard to the 
synagogue.” Acts 18.7. Here we have Paul going to Corinth to join 
himself to a Christian, one that worships God. And where does he 
meet? He meets in a man’s house, next door to the    synagogue. “I 
kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have showed you, 
and have taught you publicly, and from house to house” Acts 20.20. 
That is the public preaching of the gospel to the lost, but from house 
to house he met with Christians. 
 

“The next day, we that were of Paul’s company departed and came 
unto Caesarea, where we entered into the house of Philip the 
evangelist, which was one of the seven, and abode with him. The 
same had four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy. And as we 
tarried there many days a certain prophet came down from Judea 
named Agabus.” Acts 21.8-10. In this city, where did the church 
meet? They met in the house of an evangelist for many days. It is 
very evident that the early church met in homes.  
 

 We understand that the temple area was where the unsaved 
were. The Christians met in houses. Therefore disputed he in the    
synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the 
market daily with them that met with him. Acts 17:17. Here the daily 
activity of the apostles is seen in the market place in this particular 
city. The market place is where the early Christians went to speak to 
people about Christ, but they met in houses with other Christians for 
edification and worship. 
 
 Some writers claim the church met in great open air meetings at 
the temple in Jerusalem as well as in homes. I wonder if they’ve ever 



been to Jerusalem in the winter? I have. Were they meeting that way as 
Saul made havoc of the church entering every house,   having men and 
women committed to prison? Acts 8:3. Saul is tearing up the church, 
arresting all the Christians he can find. Where is he finding them? “in 
every house”. Not in open air meetings that’s for sure. Eventually the 
temple was destroyed  fulfilling the prophecy of Jesus that not one stone 
would be left standing upon another. The Jerusalem church was 
scattered apart from the Apostles for several years. Eventually the 
persecution ceased and the church in Jerusalem came alive again Acts 
15. 
 
Going to Church the bible way. 1 Cor 14:26-33. 
It makes for interesting reading when one sees what W. Barclay one 
of the great expositors of  the last century had to say about this 
passage of scripture. One can only surmise that correct     exegesis 
seemed more to the liking of many of these men, than “living out the 
scriptures”.  
 
Barclay says, Paul in this section of 1 Corinthian 14:26-33 comes 
with some very practical advice. He is determined that anyone who 
possesses a gift should receive every chance to exercise it, but he is 
equally determined that the gatherings of the Church should not 
thereby become a kind of competitive disorder. Only two or three are 
to exercise the gift of tongues, and then only if there is someone there 
to interpret. All have the gift of prophecy, but again only two or three 
are to exercise it; and if someone among the worshippers has the 
conviction that he has received a special message, the man who is 
speaking must give way, and give him the opportunity to express it. 
The man who is speaking can do so perfectly well, and need not say 
that he is carried away by inspiration and cannot stop, because the 
preacher is able to control his own spirit. There must be liberty, but 
no disorder.  
 
 This letter sheds a flood of light on what a service was like in 
the early fellowships. There was obviously a freedom and informality 
about it, which is completely foreign to our ideas. From this    



passage two very great questions emerge. Clearly the early gatherings 
had no professional ministry. True, the apostles stood out with a very 
special authority; but at this stage there was no      professional local 
ministry. It was open to anyone who had a gift to use that gift. Has 
the Church done wrong in instituting a      professional ministry? (Our 
response to that is a hearty “yes”).  
 
Barclay gives reasons as to why things are the way they are.  
He goes on to say, “Clearly there is something essential in that, in our 
busy age when men are so preoccupied with material things, one man 
should be set apart to live close to God and to bring to his fellow men 
the truth and the guidance and the comfort which God gives to him”. 
(But surely Mr. Barclay that is no excuse for casting the truth aside 
for human expediency?) 
 
 He continues, ‘when a man becomes a professional preacher 
there is the  obvious danger that he is often in the position of having 
to say something when he really has nothing to say. However that 
may be, it must remain true that if a man has a message to give his 
fellow men, no ecclesiastical rules and regulations should be able to 
stop him giving it. It is certainly a mistake to think that only the 
professional ministry can ever bring God’s truth to men’. 
 
 There was an obvious flexibility about the order of service in 
the early Church, which is now totally lacking. There was clearly no 
settled order at all. Everything was informal enough to allow any man 
who felt that he had a message to give, to give it. It may well be that 
we set far too much store on dignity and order nowadays. 
 
We definitely have become the slaves of orders of service. 
The really notable thing about an early Church service must have 
been, that almost everyone came feeling that he had both the  
privilege, and an obligation to contribute something to it. A man did 
not come with the sole intention of being a passive listener. He did 
not come only to receive, he came also to give. Obviously this had its 
dangers, for it is clear that in Corinth there were those who were only 



too fond of the sound of their own voice; but nonetheless the Church 
in those days, must have been much more the real possession of the 
ordinary Christian. It may well be that the Church lost something 
when she delegated so much to       professional ministry, and left so 
little to the ordinary Church member; it may well be that the blame 
lies not with the ministry for annexing those rights, but with the laity 
for abandoning them, because it is all too true that there are many 
Church members whose attitude, is that they think far more of what 
the Church can do for them, than of what they can do for the Church, 
and who are ready to criticize what is done, but very unready to take 
any share in doing the Church’s work themselves. End of quote. 
 
 These comments made by this remarkable scholar are most 
enlightening, because firstly he declares the truth, and then makes a 
case for departure from truth when he says, “if men are so 
preoccupied with material things, then it becomes essential that one 
man should be set apart to live close to God, and to bring to his 
fellow men the truth and the guidance and the comfort which God 
gives to him”. That is pretty disgusting Mr Barclay! 
  
 How can a man proclaim the priesthood of all believers in one 
breath, and then in the next promote the idea of one man, (a 
professional at that) should be set aside to mediate on behalf of the 
rest because they are too busy? That kind of exegesis is a dangerous 
“mixture” of truth and falsehood. 
 
First the natural then the spiritual. 
A number of years ago I had the opportunity to attend a lecture by 
Professor Morely a world-renowned paediatrician. He had spent 
many years in Africa with a medical mission. One of their tasks 
was to teach African mothers the value of good nutrition. They 
believed that providing good Medicare such as is available to 
children in the western world, accompanied by a well-balanced and 
nutritional diet, their babies would develop and grow into healthy 
children. To their surprise they found the I Q. of children who had 
the advantage of a good diet and Medicare was no higher than the I 



Q. of children who were underweight and sickly because of poor 
nutrition and inadequate healthcare. 
 
 They discovered that unless children lived in a stimulating 
environment, which provided such amenities as building blocks, 
reading and colouring-in books; toys to play with and enjoy, they 
would not become normal healthy children. 
 
 Professor Morely went on to criticize the way Western aid 
was being spent to build large hospitals in the major cities of third 
world countries, when 80% of the population lived in rural areas. 
He referred to these hospitals as disease palaces; a criminal waste 
of money, far too costly to maintain. When questioned about his 
remarks, he said that the money would have been better spent by 
building small clinics as had been done where he had worked in 
Africa. When asked, “but where could you possibly hope to find 
enough qualified staff” he replied, “the first thing we looked for 
was compassion, and when we found that the rest was easy”. 
 
The environment of the early Church was stimulating. 
Ephesians 4:16. “That we henceforth be no longer children, but 
grow up into Him in all things”. We all have areas in our lives in 
which we need to grow. But this can only take place in a suitable 
environment. 
 
 What is a stimulating environment? From a Christian 
standpoint it's a situation where growth takes place. Where 
encouragement and opportunity is given to share and minister to 
one another in an open format. In reality the modern church is an 
environmental disaster where except for a select few, all must sit 
up, pay up, and shut up. It could hardly be called a stimulating 
environment where the leadership is antagonistic to the 
manifestation of the Holy Spirit in its gatherings, thus leaving one 
feeling grieved in spirit. In a stimulating environment the Holy 
Spirit is welcomed rather than resisted, so that instruction in 
righteousness and training can take place. If children aren't 



cuddled, caressed, encouraged to walk and to talk. If they are not 
given toys to play with, and blocks to experiment with, they cannot 
not, and indeed will not fully develop into whole human beings, 
that's an indisputable fact. 
  
 We used to call it “Body ministry”, but perhaps that term 
needs to be redefined for some of us. It doesn't mean a free for all 
where “anything” goes, but a setting where participation is 
encouraged, and opportunity given to those who have a valid 
contribution to make to be able to do so. Where  presbyters like 
lifeguards at the beach are not telling everyone how to swim, but are 
there in case someone gets into difficulty. I know some extremely 
high profile people who got their start in public ministry in exactly 
this manner. Now sadly, they demand a level of maturity from people 
under their care, that they never had when they started to minister. 
The tragedy of the church is it has so many spiritually retarded saints 
in its ranks, it looks more like a hospital than an army. This condition 
is the result of the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes that     Jesus hates so 
much. Revelation 2: 6, 15.  
 
 People need to belong for reasonable security, but it is not 
sufficient just to belong; opportunity must be given to make 
contribution, and I don't just mean handing over your money. You 
will never feel significant if you cannot participate. We need to 
belong for      reasonable security, and to be able to contribute for a 
feeling of significance, and to receive approval when deserved or 
correction when necessary. Our natural children need it, and so do 
God’s  children. When true koinonia takes place the gathering 
becomes an exciting place to attend. 
 
 The problem that attends the clergy laity system is that you 
will be suppressed and kept under by the clergy where you attend. 
Samuel went to sleep sitting under the ministry of Eli, and        
although Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy, he still 
told him to go back to sleep. If you sit under ministry that is half 
blind, half dead and half asleep as was Eli, (and most are) you will 



eventually stagnate and fall into the sleep of spiritual death 
yourself. 
 
Kingdom of Priests” by W Carl Kitchenerside , 1908-89. 
“The form of worship of the primitive church was exceedingly 
simple” (Andrew C. Zenas). “The major premise of every true 
conclusion as to the ministry of the Apostolic Age must be the 
outpouring of the Spirit, hailed by Peter at Pentecost as the mark of 
Messianic times. In it Moses’ ideal that all of the Lord’s people 
should be prophets, was in substance fulfilled. Accordingly in their 
worship, we see from 1 Cor 14, each believer was free to edify his 
fellows by psalm, teaching, revelation, tongue and interpretation, as 
well as prayer or Eucharist” (James V Bartlet). 
 The system into which the religious world has fallen has 
created the greatest “brain drain” in history. It is directly responsible 
for the accumulation of a tremendous mass of unused talent. In many 
congregations there are brilliant men who are never allowed to share 
their thinking with the rest of the saints simply because they are not 
regarded as being in the clerical caste. 
 
 Why should a congregation not be allowed to share in all the 
helpful insights of all its members? That many are growing weary 
with the sterility which has resulted, is obvious. A reaction is  setting 
in which takes the form of a revolution. In many areas “an 
underground church” is forming. This phenomenon is observable 
when people become tired of meaningless and monotonous ritual.  
 
 Small groups begin to meet in homes without benefit of 
clergy, and in these cell meetings all are free to speak their honest 
sentiments and convictions. No one lords it over the others. There is 
no clergy-laity division in God’s mind. The royal priesthood should 
be made to realize that divine rights have been captured by a special 
caste, the clergy. These rights must be returned to the saints at all 
costs. God has placed no pulpit as a throne in the midst of the 
congregation to which one man has exclusive right. The freedom 
of the speaker’s platform for every loyal capable subject must be 



asserted. 
 
A Sincere Appeal.  
The sectarian spirit of today can never achieve the ideal of God. It 
can never answer the prayer for unity of Him “whom having not seen 
we love.” The clergy perpetuates division, schism and strife. The 
common people sigh for unity. They don’t want to hate their 
fellowmen, but they are taught prejudice, animosity and fear by 
leaders who segregate them with human creeds as barriers, to   
prevent them from thinking for themselves.   The early Christians 
belonged to no sect. They had no other creed than Christ. They were 
not fractured into divers groups, each with a top echelon of 
clergymen who exploited them for gain and manipulated them for 
prestige. This kingdom of priests recognizes no high priest but the 
Son of God now, who has been crowned King of kings. If this 
generation is to see any rapid strides toward restoration of New 
Testament order, it must begin with the elimination of the whole 
clergy idea, under whatsoever name or system that idea is 
perpetuated. Labelling poison by a harmless name does not change its 
nature, but makes it the more dangerous. There must be a purging 
from our very thinking of a clergy system, which is so repugnant to 
God.  
 
 The humble and saintly David King said in a paper which he 
read at the annual meeting of the churches of Christ, in Leeds 
(England) in 1876: “Nothing seems more opposed to the genius of the 
Christian system than the recognition of a professional class paid for 
preaching as are lawyers for pleading, and doctors for prescribing, 
irrespective of need”.  
 
 In the same speech he also declared: “Paying one man to fill 
the pulpit with a view to keep up preaching and worship acceptable to 
a stated congregation, whether that man be called evangelist or 
pastor, almost invariably exiles New Testament order”.  
 
 But how shall we rid ourselves of the burden of an 



unscriptural clergy system? The task will be difficult, let no one 
doubt. The first step must be a firm resolution to examine the sacred      
Scriptures by each child of God for himself. Everyone who loves God 
must not only seek to derive spiritual food for his own growth, but he 
must then have a compelling urge to share his learning with his 
brethren for their good. Let anything, which will steal that liberty and 
bring us into bondage be so obnoxious to us that we will not 
countenance even the faintest hint of it. 
 
 Many preachers are unwilling victims of a modern condition, 
which they secretly detest and even openly question. They realize that 
the position, which they occupy as “The Minister” in a local 
congregation is without scriptural warrant. Such men must through 
prayer and meditation strengthen their hearts, and steel their 
convictions until they develop the courage to break away,  and cease 
to cater to that which enslaves the Church. 
 
 All must be made to realize that the task of bringing the world 
to Christ belongs to every saint. The first truly literary assailant of 
Christianity was Celsius, who about the beginning of the second 
century taunted God’s congregation with the fact that “wool-workers, 
cobblers, leather-dressers, the most illiterate and vulgar of mankind, 
were zealous preachers of the gospel.” In the primitive church the 
saints met to worship and scattered to preach. The bench of the 
cobbler, the plough handles of the farmer, the desk of the tax 
collector; these were the only pulpits known. The Christians took the 
good news to the world; they did not build houses and tell the world 
to come. 
 
 Christians then did not speak of “entering the ministry.” They 
were already in it. Everyone entered the ministry at baptism. To be in 
Christ was to be in the ministry.  Nobody went away to study for “the 
Ministry.” 
 
 Each week these priests gathered about a table. They spoke to 
each other to build up, stir up and cheer up. Their talks were not 



formal or stilted sermons. Many brethren participated, speaking one 
by one, that all might be edified and all might be comforted. 
 
 The pattern of worship among early Christians was designed 
by God to meet the needs of His people in all ages. It requires no   
alteration, needs no amendment, and demands no improvement. The 
gatherings of believers today can only be healthy when they follow 
this prototype. 
 
 
 The call to a brighter and better day goes forth to all who are 
of a broken and contrite spirit. The way to liberty in Christ Jesus is 
the way of the cross. Men who plead for a complete restoration of the 
N T life must endure persecution and misrepresentation. There is no 
possibility of reforming a decadent movement as a body. The only 
hope is that men will arise who see the need to call forth those whose 
trust is stayed on God and once more start to move toward restoring 
Jerusalem’s broken down walls. 
 
 Our plea is to everyone who has a good and honest heart. 
Only on such fertile soil will the seed of the kingdom produce a 
bountiful yield. Regardless of religious affiliation, of parental 
instruction, ecclesiastical tradition, or priestly doctrine, let us throw 
off the yoke which neither we nor our fathers were able to bear. Let 
us recapture the fountain of life so that its waters can once more flow 
freely, and restore to this earth the congregation as our great high 
priest at the right hand of God gave it. Remember, “you also as living 
stones are built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” May God 
bless the royal priesthood of all believers is our very humble and 
sincere prayer. Searching Together Box 377 Taylor Falls MN 55084 
 
The place of spiritual gifts in the living body. 
1 Corinthians 1:4-7. RSV “So that you are not lacking in any spiritual 
gift waiting for the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ”. The AV says 
coming behind in no gift waiting for the coming of the Lord. The 



duty of every Christian is to desire spiritual gifts. “Covet earnestly the 
best gifts Vs 31a.” The best gifts are the most appropriate for the 
occasion. The right motivation when ministering the gifts is of 
paramount importance. Jesus was moved by compassion, “yet I show 
unto you a more excellent way” is no justification for hiding behind 1 
Cor 13: when trying to excuse our impotence, and shameful neglect 
over these matters. 
 
Following Paul’s exhortation in the love chapter he immediately goes 
on to say, “follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts” and be 
“zealous” for them. 1 Cor 14:1. The chief aim of the gifts is to edify 
the church. Vs 4, 5, 17, 26, 40. He speaks in the first part of chapter 
twelve about how God has divided the gifts of the Spirit among the 
members as it has pleased him. He makes it very clear that they do 
not reside in one individual. 
 
 The Lord has not given fullness of life to any single person. Like 
Superman’s ability to fly is a myth, so are the claims of those who insist 
that miracles occur in their advertised public meetings. However the fact 
remains that these gifts have been given to the church, and we should 
expect to see them in our gatherings operating through different 
members and not just one individual.  
 
 We have been called into co-operative dependence 1 Cor 
12:4-11. He has divided the gifts among the members thereby making 
each one dependent upon the other. “For to one is given, and to 
another”... God dividing them severally as it has pleased Him to do 
so”. Remember that he who lives in isolation is on a slippery path to 
ill health and spiritual death. 
 
Many of the House Church movement leaders are dumb dogs. 
They have very little to say about the Baptism of the Holy Spirit,  
speaking in tongues, the gifts of the Spirit and divine healing. Just 
where these brethren stand regarding these issues is not clear. This 
leads one to believe that they have been greatly influenced by the 
Baptist theology of their champion Gene Edwards who is highly 



prejudiced. Whether they are prepared to admit it or not is another 
matter. We owe much to Gene whose contribution has helped to 
open many eyes concerning religious systems, but I  found 
personally that while he is quite mystical in his approach to many 
things, he manifested a queasiness common to most evangelicals 
when confronted with the supernatural. But we dear brothers and 
sisters must never neglect the gifts of the Holy Spirit, or forget that 
its not by might, nor by power, but only by my Spirit says the 
Lord. The following passages have a lot to say about spiritual gifts 
and their operation. It is not our intention to deal with them here, 
but merely point them out to you. 
 
Suffice to say that they can’t be ignored:- 
 
Romans 1:11.   Mutual impartation! 
1 Cor 1:4-7.   Coming behind in no gift? 
Ephesians 4:7-8  They are for all? 
1 Cor 12:    What He has given to us to 
use? 
Romans 12:   How can we activate these gifts? 
Hebrews 6:1-3  The doctrines of Christ? 
 
 The writer in Hebrews 5 & 6 refers to these principles as the 
“Doctrines of Christ”. Can we in all good conscience ignore them, or 
deny them? In Acts we see the young Church in action. The Lord is 
confirming the word with signs following; that all the doctrines of 
Christ were being practiced fully is undeniable. The Apostles to the 
circumcision, and the apostles to the Gentiles practiced all these 
doctrines. Paul laid hands upon his workers to impart unto them 
spiritual gifts. Rom 1:11. 
 
Impartation through the laying on of hands. 
“God came from Teman, and the Holy one from mount Paran. His 
glory covered the heavens, the earth was full of his praise. His 
brightness was as the light, he had horns coming out of his hand 
and there was the hiding of his power”. Habakkuk 3:3-4.  



 
 Habakkuk opens up the subject of power in the hands. 
People are beginning to realize that there is spiritual power in the 
hands of certain individuals. It can be counterfeit or genuine. 
Within the church the doctrine of the laying on of hands is 
foundational to our Christian faith. It's primary function is for 
impartation of spiritual gifts, healing, empowering for a task, and 
blessing. 
Hebrews 6:2. “Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of 
hands, and of  resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment”. 2 
Tim 1:6. “Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that you stir up 
the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands”. 
 
The gift is likened to a fire, which if it is not stirred frequently and 
more fuel added, it will soon go out. Gr. to stir. Anazopurein “To 
kindle up the fire and add fresh fuel.” It really doesn't matter in 
what capacity we operate in the body of Christ, but we need to be 
continually stirring ourselves. The laying on of hands is an 
outward form of blessing found in both the New and Old 
Testaments. By this means blessing was given and received. 
Matthew 19:15. “But Jesus said suffer the little children, and  
forbid them not to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven. And he laid his hands on them, and departed thence”. The 
laying on of hands was a Hebrew custom that seems to have been 
accepted and later authorized by God in Israel and the church. 
 
Genesis 48:14. “And Israel stretched out his right hand, and placed 
it upon Ephraim's head, who was the younger, and his left hand 
upon Manasseh's head, guiding his hands wittingly; for   Manasseh 
was the firstborn ”. 
For transfer of authority. Laying hands upon men publicly has 
been practiced throughout biblical times in all ages when blessing 
them, or when setting them apart for a particular work for God. 
 
Numbers 27:23. “And he laid his hands upon him and gave him a 
charge, as the Lord commanded by the hand of Moses”. 



 
Deuteronomy 34:9. “And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the 
spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid his hands upon him”. 
  
Mark 16:18. “They shall lay hands upon the sick and they shall    
recover”. 
 
Mark 5:23. “My little daughter lies at the point of death: I pray 
thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and 
she shall live”. 
 
Luke 4:40. “And he laid his hands on every one of them, and 
healed them”. 
 
Luke 13:13. “And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she 
was made straight, and glorified God”. 
 
Mark 6:2.b “What wisdom is this which is given unto Him, that 
even such mighty works are wrought by His hands”. 
 
Acts 5:12. “And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and 
wonders wrought among the people”. 
There is no substitute in life, for one touch of the Master's hand. 
These doctrines should be embraced fully.  
 
The role of Presbyters. 
Do they  have a role?, yes, but please remember they have always 
been around. Their qualifications are clearly laid out in Titus and 
Timothy. But note the church had been operating for nearly thirty 
years when those two epistles were written. The first mention of 
elders is not found until many years after Pentecost Acts 14:23. 
Elders (plural) are to “feed” his flock (Acts 20:28), and the sound 
teaching they are to provide is certainly an important part of     
assembly life. The dominant role that tradition assigns to elders, in 
particular one specially ordained minister, (singular) is      totally 
without New Testament foundation. “Elders” were        exactly what 



the word implies; older men whose children were mature enough to 
leave them free to devote themselves to the Lord’s work. They were a 
resource of wisdom and experience, but were definitely not overbearing, 
nor did they seek to assert themselves or throw their weight around. Like 
surf lifeguards they were watching lest any got into difficulty, they were 
not telling everyone how they should swim. Elders were overseers in a 
local flock, while the Ephesian gifts were itinerant. These special gifts 
never settled down in one place to become the central figure, 
establishing their ministry; exercising their gift, and monopolising the 
services among the same group of saints year after year living on the 
sheep’s back. 
 
Authority and ministry in the Local Church. 
This is a very controversial subject among Bible believers. A proper 
understanding and practice of authority is absolutely vital for the 
Lord's testimony. This issue has torn Churches apart. Many more are 
spiritually weak because of misunderstanding, and many are in grave 
danger of losing the testimony of the Lord because of taking a wrong 
position on this matter.  
 

 The subject of authority is vast. In this article we will seek to 
deal with authority as it relates to the local assembly. The following 
are some basic statements concerned with authority in the local 
assembly. Please don’t jump to conclusions as you read these  words, 
but let’s see what we may learn rather than what we can find fault 
with. 
  
 This first point is really the most crucial. If we fail to see this   
nothing will go right. All church structure (including the structure of 
authority) must come forth spontaneously from "life." The river (life) 
makes its own channel. We cannot make a channel and then invite the 
river (life) to flow through what we construct, rather, the river flows, 
and as it does it makes its own riverbed to flow through. So the life of 
the Spirit in the assembly will form its own structure. All New       
Testament structure is flexible, it moves with life, it’s not rigid. “The 
wind blows where it chooses, you can hear the sound but you can’t 



tell where it came or where its going, so is everyone that is born of the 
Spirit.” John 3:8. God moves on His own terms. 
 
 No one can build a N.T. church by just putting into practice 
N.T. principles or structure. Only the Holy Spirit builds a New 
Testament church - period! No amount of proper structure can 
build a church if the Holy Spirit is not in complete control.  
 There is room for only one authority in the church, and that 
authority is the Lord Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit. Christ 
Himself is the absolute Head (authority) over every local church. If 
another authority besides Christ's comes into the gatherings, then it 
will fail because it has given ground to another authority. This is a 
basic and vital point (Col. 1:18; Ephesians 4: 5,15).  
  
 Our Head has given us the authoritative Word, the 
Scriptures; in particular the N.T. documents. The Scriptures are our 
sole source of authority. Those who exercise Christ's authority in    
assembly life do so only as they hold forth the Word of God.  
 
 The Lord Jesus must be Head in a living, practical way 
(Col 2: 9). Most churches claim Christ is the Head of their 
assembly, but His Headship is rarely displayed in actual practice.  
 
All believers are responsible directly to the Head (Jesus), and then 
to each other also. All believers are priests, and all are gifted, 
therefore all must take their place in the assembly in a living way. 
All can pray, worship, witness and minister in and to the church 
according to their gift and experience in the Lord. 
 
 There are certain gifted brothers (and sisters Rom 16:1.) 
who have been given to the church. These have the ministry of the 
Word (Eph.4:11-12). He not only gave gifts to men; but He also 
gave gifts of men to the body. 
  
 No such thing as an “official office” exists in the local 
assembly. Most people have the idea that “office” is an official 



position. Most believe that if a person is “officially” placed in the 
position of elder, pastor, bishop, etc., then because of that “office” 
they have "authority." It is in this sense that there is no such thing 
as an "office" in the N.T. But there are functions (Romans.12: 4; 
cf. Vine's N.T. Dict). A function is the action, duty or work that a 
particular person should perform. i.e., an elder should  oversee. 
  
We have constructed a lot of notions about "office" that rest on 
human tradition, but are not found in the N.T. The King James 
uses "office" in Rom. 11:13, 12:4 and 1 Tim.3:l. In Rom. 11:13 the 
Greek word is diakonia or "service." In Rom.12:4 the Greek word 
is praxis, or "action/function." In 1 Tim. 3:l, "office" is not in the 
text, (see Vines Expository Dictionary). The verse simply says, “if 
any one aspires to oversight” (episkope).  
 
 Christ 's authority is manifested in the assembly through the 
gifts and ministries of the Holy Spirit. Since the Holy Spirit is the 
only true authority of Christ in the church (cf. 2 Corinthians 3:17-
18), then we need to know how He brings forth His authority. One 
way He does this is through His gifts and ministries. The ministry 
God appoints is authority. The fact that someone has the supply 
constitutes his authority.  
  
 There are times when the entire body shares in authority 
Eph.5:21; 1 Pet. 5:5. This means that we recognize one another's gifts, 
knowledge, or experience in the Lord and we submit to the Holy 
Spirit in each member. Even the sisters share in the authority 
according to their gifts and experience in the Lord. However, we do 
not see them exercising authority in the N T church as overseers. 
Christ's authority is manifested in the assembly through the more 
mature brothers (elders). The Holy Spirit manifests His authority 
by speaking to the church through the church. The older 
(spiritually) a brother is, the more experienced he should be in 
hearing and knowing God's voice. An older brother should have 
more discernment Heb. 5:14. This is the bottom line of eldership.  
  



 Elders are simply the more mature brothers who function as 
overseers, whether they are "officially" set aside or not, (I am not 
saying that they should not be set aside). Elder, Overseer, Bishop 
and Pastor refer to the same persons. "Elder" refers to maturity, 
and overseer/shepherd refers to function. The church should 
submit to its elders in view of their experience and gifts, which 
make them accountable Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter 5:5. Submission 
will come into proper focus if they are properly recognized.  
 

  How are elders appointed? By the Holy Spirit (Acts 
20:28). How does the Holy Spirit appoint elders? He does it by 
manifesting the elders' maturity, gifts and character. There is no 
place in the New Testament where churches chose their own 
elders. Rather than appointing elders, the churches recognized 
elders.  
  
 The criteria to be used to recognize elders is found in 1 
Tim.3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9. If elders emerge through political 
manoeuvring; by being forced upon a people; then they will 
experience nothing but trouble. But if people know those who 
labour among them, see their manner of life, and then recognize 
such men, then submission by the people is put into proper 
perspective. 
 

 There is no such thing as the "office of the pastor" in the 
local church. In fact, men do not become pastors by being placed 
in the position of overseers/pastors. Rather, men function as 
overseers because they are elders. This point is critical. If we do 
not see this we have opened the door wide for authority in the 
church other than Christ's through the Holy Spirit.  
 
The N.T. knows nothing of a Church with "a" Pastor.  
The N.T. always speaks of oversight in terms of plurality, not 
singularity. We must give heed to this. The idea of one pastor staying 
for a sustained period in a local church is unknown in the N.T. Most 
churches today have a man in the church they call "pastor" this is a 
long-standing tradition, but definitely not a Biblical teaching. The 



practice of a one-man elder, pastor or bishop facilitates the danger of 
imposing on Christ's headship. 
 
 Those who refer to the single "angel" of the seven churches 
in Revelation as a basis for a one-man pastor system are basing 
their argument on a flimsy analogy; (we know that the Ephesian 
church had a plurality of elders, not one “angel/pastor”; Acts 
20:17). Handling texts in this way only shows the lengths which 
men are prepared to go to sustain a doctrine that safeguards their 
position, one which has no N.T. support.  
 
 Many state that every church must have one man who has 
the   final authority and decision-making power in the church, or 
else chaos would reign. The truth however, is that this one man is 
Christ, who alone has authority over the whole church. 
  
 It may often be the case that one brother will have more 
spiritual influence in the assembly. Peter often "spoke" for the twelve, 
but even he designates himself as a "fellow-elder" (sumpresbuterous), 
1 Peter 5:1). There is no doctrine in the N.T. of "the pastor," or "chief 
elder." If one brother happens to have more spiritual influence 
because of his gifts then so let it be. Plurality does not mean that all 
elders are to be equal in their spiritual influence. This is absurd and 
impossible. The one with more spiritual influence should be the 
servant of all, not the head-honcho. 
  
 
 If Gods people are to be a true expression of the church in a 
given locality, they must show a proper expression of the Body and 
the Head. We must learn to function practically as members of one 
body with one Head. When we confess Jesus as our Head, do our 
actions show it? The rule for all church gatherings is the Headship 
of Christ, and the priesthood of all believers with each member 
contributing to the body's edification. These cannot be held in 
theory; they must become our living practice. May the Lord have 
mercy on us all that we might hold on to testimony of Jesus in 



these challenging times.  
 
 
The ministry gifts were mobile Ephesians 4: 8-13.  
It is clear that Christ bestows special abilities on some saints so 
that they can help “prepare” the rest for  “works of service.” 
 
 Don Dunn commenting on the matter of mobile ministry 
says; “The plans of God for the redemption of mankind were 
hidden in His heart from eternity past. He would send part of 
Himself as a     Redeemer at a certain time, but how would the 
future be provided for? The Redeemer would need to have a period 
of earthly      ministry to pass on the Truth of God’s plan. To really 
make sure that humanity received the pure Good News until His 
return, the Redeemer planned to individually call people to that 
task, both during His earthly ministry and after His ascension to 
Heaven. During His earthly ministry, Jesus and the band of 
individually called ones, travelled around “doing good, and healing 
all those who were oppressed by the devil.” When Jesus called the 
first group of disciples by name to be His followers, the first 
“mobile ministry” team was born. Everything that we now know, 
as the New Testament Church, emerged from the dedicated labour 
of these people and those who subsequently heard that individual 
call to serve Him in this way. 
 
 We are given an insight into the importance of these people 
when we read in Acts 1 that during those 40 days between the 
resurrection and the ascension Jesus was “teaching them about the 
Kingdom of God”. Immediately after He ascended we are given a 
series of windows into the life of the early church. In Acts 1 they 
knew exactly what to do even though the Lord Jesus was now no 
longer physically with them. In Acts 2 they received what they 
needed and set out to establish church life that overwhelms us with 
awe Acts 2:42-47. In Acts 3 we are shown how they were ready to 
be led by the Holy Spirit, and in Acts 4 that they knew how to deal 
with attacking forces. To make the church lose its way, become 



ineffectual and introduce error, the enemy of our souls needed to 
weaken, and then destroy the mobile ministry. Of course, over the 
centuries he has never been entirely successful, but he’s done an 
immense amount of damage. For example most Christians today 
regard the mobile ministry, as an unnecessary, optional extra! That 
is exactly the reason why restoration must  include New 
Testament-type mobile ministry, as well as recognition of the 
priesthood of all  believers. These individually called people must 
be encouraged to network and move out under the leadership of 
Jesus, to help and encourage, strengthen, teach, and advise 
restoration families that are emerging throughout the world. 
Without these gifts we will be deprived of God’s greatest means 
for growth and edification. They are absolutely necessary. By all 
means check their validity, but then receive them with joy!” This 
should not be too difficult because in many cases they will have 
already contributed much to your spiritual well being”.  
 
 Historically the Apostles to the circumcision travelled 
almost   exclusively among the believing Jews scattered 
throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria. When they heard that 
Samaria had received the word, they travelled there from 
Jerusalem for the purpose of laying hands upon the new believers 
that they might receive the Holy Spirit. They stayed on for a 
season preaching in the villages there, Acts 8:14, 22. Peter 
travelled throughout these regions. At Lydda he healed a man sick 
of the palsy who had been bedridden for eight years, as a result all 
that dwelt there turned to the Lord. On to Joppa where Dorcas was 
raised from the dead; and where Peter tarried many days with one 
Simon a tanner. Commentators say he spent three years there 
teaching and strengthening the new converts. From there he went 
to the house of Cornelius in  Caesarea Acts 8:32, as a result many 
churches were raised up throughout the regions of Judea, Galilee, 
and Samaria Acts 9:31. Stephen travelled even further abroad to 
regions as far away as Phenice, Cyprus and Antioch, preaching 
only to the Jews, where great numbers believed and turned to the 
Lord. When these tidings came to the ears of the Church in  



Jerusalem they sent forth Barnabas to Antioch and much people 
were added to the Lord. It was from here that Barnabas went to 
Tarsus to find Paul so as to bring him back to Antioch Acts 11:19-
22.   
 
An event took place in Antioch that was to unshackle the gospel 
from Jewish exclusiveness. For the first time in history the gospel 
would go “into all the world” as the church and the Holy Spirit 
separated Barnabas and Saul to take the gospel expressly to the 
Gentiles. Thus the first mobile ministry team to the Gentiles was 
born, and that without seeking permission from the Jerusalem 
Apostles beforehand. Why?, because the Holy Spirit is in charge, 
and so He leads the way.  
 
What the term “Mobile Ministry” doesn’t mean.  
We have several classes of itinerants operating throughout the body 
of Christ. In the main they are professionals living off their gift. Some 
pastors allow them to take up their own offerings. These individuals 
seek to convince all that their particular gift is  a cure-all and 
universal remedy for every ailment in the church. Pastors turn them 
loose upon their congregations hoping that these individuals may 
influence some strangers to join the flock. They offer a variety of 
performances at a different range of prices. Believe you me the crowd 
pullers among them are not cheap. Just attend Brother Benny’s show 
and you will soon see. 
Among the first group; 
We have the deliverance doctors. 
The faith healers. 
The miracle workers. 
The memory healers   
The prosperity gurus. 
The pathetic prophetic prognosticators. 
The prophecy interpreters. 
We have another class who take their shows on the road such as Peter 
Wagener of the Coalition of Apostles; Ring Master Rodney Howard 
Browne, Joyce Meyers, John Arnett of Toronto blessing  fame, 



Benny Hinn, and the Travelling Presbyters who give prophecies to 
those who pay to attend their conferences. Added to these are an 
avalanche of Television shows viewed by tens of  millions every day. 
Among the top echelon are “700 Club”; “TBN”; “Benny Hinn”; T. D. 
Jakes; “Ken Copeland”. I’m overwhelmed at how religious America 
is. The revenue generated by these ministries runs into hundreds of 
millions of dollars. It hardly seems possible that there could any 
sinners left in America if money could get it done. If you find that 
hard to believe you can see for yourself on the web. 
 
 Now we have our own home grown varieties in Australia and 
New Zealand. Aping their American Idols they parade their churches 
and ministries on TV where “spiritually brain-dead” youthful 
audiences are seen being whipped up in a mix of musical euphoria, 
and humanistic hype designed by their religious spin doctors to 
produce warm and fuzzy feelings, and so bring them back for more. 
The whole scene makes serious Christians nauseous as they watch 
another generation being flushed down the religious drain by these 
charismatic stage performers.   
 My perceptions are not the result of a couple of weeks 
vacation in the US, I lived there for many years, and during that time 
I found the American Christians that I knew to be warm hearted, 
generous and kind; but more than a few were concerned about the 
distorted image projected by the current religious order. True 
Christianity has been losing by default; its high time that discerning 
believers began to cry out about this tainted image that is deceiving 
so many Christians; but the real world sees right through. In the main 
it is not just what these people say that is wrong, but it is what they 
represent that is so disturbing. It’s a mixture, and God hates it. 
Thrusting their greedy paws deeply into the pockets of their adherents 
they practice the doctrine of Balaam shamelessly. Truly a fool and his 
money are soon parted, and these men and women are making fools 
out of millions. 
 
Are bank accounts and treasurers really necessary? 
I’m not saying you can’t for that would be wrong, but I’m just asking 



for what purpose would you need one? As stewards we are 
accountable in all matters to our Master for the way we conduct 
ourselves. The parable of the talents in Matthew 25: exemplifies this 
point. Stewardship is the proportionate and systematic giving of time 
talents and material possessions, in the belief that these are a trust 
from God for the purpose of extending His Kingdom. 1 Cor 4:2. “It is 
essential in a steward the he be found faithful”. Then Jesus said, 
“when you give, when you pray”, and when you fast”. He didn’t say 
“if” but “when”, so there was a reasonable expectation on His part 
that He expects us to do all three. 
 
 The New Testament believer should take the opportunity to 
give alms, but always prayerfully. Let every man give as he has 
purposed in his heart. After prayer it’s a personal matter as to whom, 
and how much one should give. Needs may be presented (in fact they 
should be welcomed) in the same manner as Paul presented the needs 
of the starving saints in Jerusalem to the   gentile churches. But don’t 
gather up money just for sake of it, it could get you into strife. 
 
Who else did they support besides the poor? Listen to Paul as he 
speaks freely with regard to the Eph 4: mobile ministry in 2 Cor 11:7-
11. “I may be rough, yet not in knowledge as well you know. Have I 
sinned in taking wages from other churches while I laboured among 
you? I robbed other churches to serve you”.  
 
 The term “robbed” is strong. Yes the labourer is worthy of his 
hire. And the ox that treads out the corn should not be muzzled. 
But to gather money for moneys sake is dangerous. 
 
Prove all things. 
“And Jesus answered and said unto them, take heed that no man 
deceives you. For many shall come saying, I am Christ; and shall 
deceive many. And many false prophets shall rise, and deceive many. 
For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show 
great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were  possible, they shall 
deceive the very elect”. Matt 24:4,5,11,24   



 
 We have the means by which to judge; the Law (the Word) 
and the Prophets, (the Spirit) and we should use them. True prophets  
are subject to the Law of God. If they do not uphold it, its because 
there is no truth in them. In other words they are liars and should not 
to be listened to or feared. In the New Testament we have the law of 
the Spirit of life in the scriptures, Romans 8:2, and the anointing 1 
John 2:27. Our judgment is not to condemn, but to evaluate. This is 
what Jesus meant when He said, “he that is  spiritual judges all 
things”. We constantly have to make choices throughout our lives; 
the point is that we make the right ones. As we sit in the jury of life 
we must weigh up truth beyond reasonable doubt, and then act upon 
it. We are also in the dock before God and will be finally be judged 
by Him according to how we responded to the truth. I want to hear 
Him say to me, “well done thou good (Godlike) and faithful servant, 
enter into the joy of thy Lord”. I do not believe He will say that to 
anyone who has not been faithful and true.  
  
Finally they met for spiritual maintenance. 
“They continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine, fellowship, 
breaking of bread and prayers” Acts 2:42. This was how they were 
to save themselves. We are not talking of salvation from sin, for no 
man can save himself, but rather what we are talking about, is 
deliverance from a system that could offer them no assistance with 
their spiritual walk with their newly found Saviour. These 
instructions given to the newly converted by Peter were designed 
by God to meet the needs of the church in all ages. They require no 
alteration, need no amendment, and demand no improvement. The 
church today can only be healthy if it follows this prototype. 

 
 

THE END 
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A number of books on audio can be listened to on the website 
THE COUNTERFEIT CHURCH 
An in-depth look at some practices that have no scriptural foundation, but are 
nothing more than traditions and customs. 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 
“Do this in remembrance of Me.”  A must for every lover of Christ. 
DUMBING DOWN THE SAINTS 
A bird’s eye view of the pulpit from the pew. 
THY KINGDOM COME  
Jesus came preaching the Kingdom and we gave Him institutions 
WHERE OH WHERE CAN WE GO 
For all those that are looking for something better than what’s on offer. 
I LOVED THE CHURCH BUT I HATE WHAT THEY’VE DONE TO IT 
The pastors antics behind the pulpit is what holds most churches together. 
THE REFORMATION 1600 YRS BEFORE MARTIN LUTHER’S 
The one that came 1600 years before Martin Luther’s. 
PROPHETS PROPHECY AND THE PROPHETIC 
This is an insightful look into an area of great importance to the church in this 
hour in which we live. 
MEGASHIFT OR MEGAHYPE 
A word of caution to the House Church movement. 
DON DUNN’S RESTORATION SERIES 
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